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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I hope that everyone has had an enjoyable summer holiday and is ready for the new academic year 
ahead. I would like to take this opportunity to welcome all the new pupils and staff that have joined 
us this term.  
 
All the staff spent a successful and busy first two days of term, welcoming our new staff and 
introducing them to the Castlewood way, discussing plans for the future and ensuring all our staff 
are fully trained in safeguarding and safety.  
 
We also spent time discussing our School aims and the 5Rs to explore how we will be using them 
across the whole curriculum and develop them in all of our children.  
 
School aims       The 5Rs  
Celebrating achievement     Responsibility  
Aiming high       Resourcefulness  
Sharing with all our community    Relationships  
Taking care to keep each other safe   Resilience  
Learning for life      Risk taking  
Encouraging respect 
 
Uniform 
Thank you for sending the children back to school looking so smart. Just a few basic reminders: 
skirts and trousers should be grey, sweatshirts and cardigans must be “Castlewood blue”, socks for 
girls should be grey or white, either ankle or knee length, tights should also be grey. Boys’ socks 
should be grey or dark in colour. Jewellery is allowed at school but only one pair of stud earrings 
and a watch. Hair that is longer than shoulder length should be neatly tied up. Hair accessories 
should be small and non-sparkly and not the large ‘Jo-Jo’ bows. Please save those for the weekend 
and special occasions.  
  
Extreme Reading 
Thank you for all your photographs over the Summer. There are some amazing places that the 
children have been ‘caught’ reading and we have loved receiving them. Please keep sending them 
in to extremereading@castlewoodprimary.co.uk so that we can make a display of all of them.  
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Reading Diaries 
Your children will be coming home this week with a very smart Castlewood reading diary. We are 
very lucky to be able to afford these and this has only been possible due to SOCS providing the 
funds to pay for them. We hope that the children will take good care of them and that the new 
reading records will inspire them to read regularly over the week.  
 
Reading Challenge 
The Librarians at Horsham and Southwater Libraries have been delighted to welcome so many 
children to the libraries over the summer holidays. It has been another record year for joiners of 
the Summer Reading Challenge! Once the Challenge is completed certificates and medals can be 
collected from the Library until September 16th so keep encouraging your child to read. If your 
child has completed the Reading Challenge, please encourage them to bring in their certificates 
and medals to show them to their teachers.  
 
Diary Dates 
See attached list 
 
Clubs  
We will once again be offering a range of After School Clubs for both KS1 & 2. A copy of all the 
clubs on offer will been sent out to parents next week. 
 
Medical Forms 
Each child was given a form on Wednesday which they should have brought home for completion 
and needs to be returned to Mrs Barnard by Friday 15th September. If there are any changes to 
your child’s medical needs during the year, please ensure you let the Office know. 
 
Playtimes 
If you have any unwanted small toys or dressing up clothes that would be suitable for our lunchtime 
playbox we would be grateful. 
 
Healthy Schools 
A reminder that all children are encouraged to bring a named water bottle to school that can be kept 
in the classroom and refilled as necessary.  If KS2 pupils choose to bring a snack for morning 
break, it should be a healthy one e.g. fresh fruit or vegetables.  
 
Class Topics 
Please see the link to the topic for each year, giving you an overview of the subjects being taught.  
http://www.castlewood.w-sussex.sch.uk/  - then select the Parents tab, then class topics and then 
choose your child’s year group. 
 
I am really looking forward to my first Autumn Term at Castlewood; welcoming the new Reception 
children next week and then being part of all the exciting ideas and activities that the staff have 
planned for the children.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Rachel Nunns, Headteacher 
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