
#bookbabbleuk 

Welcome to the first issue of ‘Castlewood Book Babble’.   Our 

aim is to share updates about what we are doing to promote 

reading across the school, as well as highlighting new releases 

and reviewing our favourite books.  Mini book reviews are very 

welcome from pupils, staff, parents and governors – we would 

love to hear from you! We do hope that our book babble will 

help to promote a love of reading within our whole school 

community. 

 Patron of Reading  

We are very pleased to share the news 

with you that Lorraine Gregory has 

agreed to be our school’s Patron of 

Reading.  Her debut novel ‘Mold and 

the Poison Plot’ has been listed as one 

of the top 100 reads for children.   

 

 

World Book Day 

 
World Book Day is on 1st March 

2018.  The children have been 

busy creating a range of 

marvellous potions at home ready 

for Lorraine Gregory’s visit and her 

potion workshops.  Photos will be 

put on Twitter for you to see. 

@authorontheedge @CastlewoodPrim  

 

 

Book Club 

Every Monday after school, Castlewood Book Club meets up 

to discuss a range of books, write our own 

stories, review books and sort out the library.  

Last term, we made a reading bench for 

the library, whilst this term we have been 

busy creating mache letters for a library 

display. 

 

Library News 

Staff have been busy updating our school libraries.  KS1 have 

sorted out their main library making it more accessible for the 

children.  KS2 have moved their fiction library to the entrance 

hall so that it more spacious, whilst the non-fiction library has 

moved to outside the KS2 classes.  We have a range of new 

furniture for the fiction library and classrooms have new 

bookcases for their reading corner. 

 

Librarians 

The Year 5 librarians have been working tirelessly to help 

improve our library.  They have labelled all of the fiction books 

so that they are now in alphabetical order.  They have given 

up many break-times to ensure that the library is both tidy and 

organised.  

 

Book Fair 

We look forward to The Travelling Book Fair arriving on 8th 

March.  All children will have a chance to view the books on 

Friday 9th March and it will be open for sales after school on 

Monday 12th and Tuesday 13th March. 



 

Book Reviews 

Oi Cat! – Kes Gray 

Don't miss this hilarious follow-up to Oi Frog! 

and Oi Dog! from the award-winning Kes Gray 

and Jim Field. A brilliant rhyming read-aloud 

text, jam-packed with animals and silliness - 

perfect for children and parents alike.  Ages 

4+ 

The Polar Bear – Jenni Desmond 

A gorgeously illustrated non-fiction book 

about the polar bear, this is a factually 

accurate as well as a poetic exploration of 

polar bear bodies, habits, and habitats. Jenni 

Desmond creates landscapes and creatures 

that are marked by atmosphere and emotion, 

telling a story about bears that engages the 

reader's interest in amazing facts as well as 

their deep sense of wonder. Suitable for ages 4+. 

 

The Wild Magic – Celine Kiernan 

Suitable for ages 8-12, this fantasy adventure is 

perfect for fans of Katherine Rundell.  On the 

night that Aunty dies the Raggedy Witches come 

for Mup's mam. Pale, cold, relentless, they will do 

anything to coax Mam back to Witches Borough. 

When they kidnap Mup's dad, Mup and her mam 

must leave the mundane world to rescue him. 

But Mam is strange on this side of the border - striding, powerful, 

and distant. Even if they can save Dad, Mup is not sure 

anything will ever be the same again...  

 

 

Piggy Hero – Pip Jones 

This fiction book is aimed for children 9+ years.  Piggy 

Handsome is a very confident guinea pig with a 

hugely inflated ego - he hails from a long line of very 

famous guinea pigs. But sadly Handsome STILL 

hasn't achieved world renown. Well, now he has a 

new plan to get his name on the telly - he'll be 

someone's hero!  

 

The Battle of the Beetles – M.G.Leonard  

This fiction book is aimed at 9-12 year olds.  The 

stakes are higher than ever in the highly 

anticipated finale of the Beetle trilogy.  From her 

high-tech biome deep in the Amazon rainforest, 

uber-villain Lucretia Cutter is about to achieve 

world domination with her army of Frankenstein 

beetles – unless Darkus and friends can stop her.  

 

Tin – Padraig Kenny 

Read as a review copy by members of Castlewood’s 

Book Club, this science fiction fairy tale is suitable for 

ages 10+.  Set in an astonishingly realised 

mechanical world, Tin is a heart-stopping adventure 

about friendship, courage and finding your identity. 

“Tin has some very happy and sad parts, but is one 

of the best books I have ever read!”  Liam Bentley 

(Year 5)  

 

https://www.waterstones.com/book/begone-the-raggedy-witches-the-wild-magic-trilogy-book-one/celine-kiernan/victoria-semykina/9781406366020

