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News from your Governors – July 2017 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
As we approach the end of the academic year, we would like to take the opportunity to 
share with you some of the work the governing body has done, so please find attached a 
summary of our annual impact statement which will also be available on the website.  
Please do take the time to read it and let us know if you have any questions.  
 
You will see there's a huge amount of work been done at Castlewood this year.  The 
Governing Body are proud of our school, its pupils, staff and leaders.  We have a strong 
commitment to continuous school improvement that enables children to fulfil their 
potential, and we would like to express our thanks to Mrs Nunns and all the school staff for 
their hard work and dedication. 
 
Changes to the Board of Governors 
Earlier this term we said goodbye to our LA Governor, Claire Quinlisk – however we were 
delighted to welcome her as a member of Castlewood staff!  We are also very pleased to 
confirm that Michelle Catterson has joined our board as our LA Governor. 
 
Sadly, we will also say goodbye to one of our Co-opted Governors, Gillian Knight, and to a 
parent Governor, Nicki Brown at the end of this term. They have been a great asset to our 
board, and we thank them for their contribution.   
 
This will leave two vacancies which we will recruit early in the Autumn term.  We would 
ideally like to appoint governors with financial and/or management experience, and would 
welcome contact from any parents, carers, grandparents, friends or colleagues who you 
think might fit our requirements.  We really are quite a friendly bunch! 
 
Here’s a reminder of who we are: 
Mrs Rachel Nunns           Head Teacher 
Mrs Sarah Speed             Chair of Governors, Parent Governor 
Mrs Nicki Brown              Chair of Resources Committee, Parent Governor (vacancy Sept17) 
Mrs Maria Roberts          Chair of Quality & Standards Committee, Parent Governor      
Mrs Janine Hewins          Parent Governor   
Miss Georgina Allan        Staff Governor 
Mrs Michelle Catterson  LA Governor 



Mrs Wendy Mason         Co-opted Governor 
Mrs Gillian Knight           Co-opted Governor (vacancy Sept17) 
Mr Dave Taylor                Co -opted Governor 
Mrs Mary Page                Vice Chair of Governors, Chair of Pay Committee, Co-opted Governor 
Mr Richard Sharkey        Co-opted Governor 
Mrs Becky Atkinson        Clerk to Governors 
 
Budget challenges 
As you will no doubt be aware from the news and on social media, funding for schools is in a 
critical situation.  Castlewood is no exception.  We are constantly reviewing alternative ways 
of working and cost saving measures whilst ensuring we continue to provide the quality of 
education and resources our children deserve; however, this is becoming increasingly 
challenging.   
 
We are aware of other local schools who have requested annual voluntary donations from 
parents.  Whilst this is an option Governors have considered – and will continue to monitor 
– it is one that Castlewood Governors have rejected at this time.  We do however have to 
make some changes and we will therefore ask that a nominal fee is paid for all school run 
clubs starting from September.  More details will be available in September, but in the 
meantime please be assured that we will continue to do everything in our power to balance 
the budget and provide the high quality levels of education that your child, and every child, 
deserves. 
 
End of term 
We’ve been delighted to meet our new reception children and parents, and look forward to 
welcoming them in September. Similarly, Year 6 have completed their induction days to 
their secondary schools and we wish them success in the future.   
 
We welcome Mrs Dedman back after her maternity leave, and wish Mrs Smith well as she 
starts hers.  We say goodbye to Mrs Brown, Miss Oakey and Mrs Reeves, and wish them all 
the best for the future. 
 
Lastly, we would like to thank all parents and carers for their continued support to the 
school and wish everyone an enjoyable summer break. 
 
Castlewood Governors 
 
 


