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Growing together, learning together, 
 trusting together to achieve our full potential. 

 Happiness leads to success 

 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a Happy New Year. 
 
We would also like to “formally” welcome Mrs Nunns to Castlewood School as our new Head 
Teacher. 
 
In our September letter, we confirmed our Governing Body had a number of vacancies.  Mrs 
Nunns will automatically join the Governing Body as Head teacher, however we are also 
delighted to introduce three new Governors who have also joined our team: 

 

Rachel Nunns 

I was appointed Head teacher of Castlewood from January 2017 and will therefore sit on both of the 

Governing Body committees. I have been a staff governor in my last two schools and enjoy working with 

Governors in order to ensure the strategic direction for the school is clearly understood by all and 

impacts positively on the outcomes for all. 

I believe passionately in ensuring that all children leave primary school with good literacy and numeracy 

skills and ready to continue to become successful lifelong adult learners. 

Throughout my teaching career I have been lucky to work alongside many experienced professional 

bodies including National Numeracy and the Centre for Literacy in Primary Education.  This has 

developed my own knowledge and skills, focusing upon improving teaching and learning across my own 

and a range of other primary schools in West Sussex. I will hope to use these skills with the Governing 

Body further to develop Castlewood Primary school, ensuring that every child comes to school feeling 

safe and happy and, through experiencing a rich and creative curriculum, fulfil their potential.” 

 

Janine Hewins 

“I became a Parent Governor as I wanted to put something back into the school where my daughter is 

achieving so much. I was a secondary school teacher for 14 years, so I have some idea how teachers 

work, and understand some of the challenges which face our students as they leave Castlewood. I left 

teaching when Caitlin (in Year 4) started school and now work full-time for my husband’s business 

running a local community website.” 

 

Richard Sharkey 

“I am now in my fourth year at Christ's Hospital where I run one of the boarding houses. Along with 

being a Housemaster I teach economics and coach rugby. Prior to joining Christ's Hospital I have worked 

in both the state and private education sectors and have held numerous roles including Head of 

Economics, Head of Year 7 and Assistant SENCo.  

 

Outside of school I enjoy long country walks with my wife and our rescue dog. I enjoy all sports 

especially rugby but stopped playing a few years ago. I also enjoy reading and travelling.  



 

I hope that my experience in Education so far will add value to the governing body and I am hoping to 

learn more about primary education. “ 

 

 

Dave Taylor 

“I have lived in the village since 2011, and I pastor the Elim Family church which currently meet at the 

Village Hall. I was a Prison Chaplain for 10 years, with extensive experience working with families being 

held in the immigration estate. 

 

I am a great believer that a good education gives a crucial foundation for life, and I hope that my 

experience in pastoral matters, and as a father to three young children, will complement the school's 

already thriving reputation.” 

 

We have listed below your school Governors and their role: 
 

GOVERNOR TYPE OF MEMBERSHIP POSITION HELD 
Rachel Nunns Staff Head Teacher  

Sarah Speed Parent Governor Chair of Governors 

Mary Page Co-opted Vice Chair 
Maria Roberts Parent Governor Chair of Quality & 

Standards 
Nicola Brown Parent Governor Chair of Resources 

Andy Guy Parent Governor Vice Chair Q & S 
Clare Quinlisk LA Governor Vice Chair Resources 

Georgina Allan Staff Governor  
Gillian Knight Co-opted  

Wendy Mason Co-opted            (Staff) Link Governor 

Rebecca Atkinson  Clerk to the Governors 
Dave Taylor Co-opted  

Richard Sharkey Co-opted  
 
 
We look forward to an exciting term ahead, and welcome all of our new Governors, 
 
Your Castlewood Governors 

 


