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April, 2019 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

As we approach the end of the Spring Term, we are writing to update you about 
some of the things in which Castlewood’s Governing Body is involved. 
 
We continue to support the school to make the outside area as enticing as possible 
for the children. After the development of the wildlife area at the back of the field, 
staff had INSET training (along the lines of Forest Schools) in February. The 
equipment  in the wildlife area was paid for by one of our generous parents and the 
school looks forward to using it daily in the Summer Term, both during curriculum 
time and as an after school club. 
  
The financial squeeze on schools continues to pose a significant challenge with staff 
and governors working hard to ensure that the children’s quality of education does 
not suffer. A big thank you to SOCS for their renewed efforts in terms of fundraising, 
including the impressively attended Quiz Night which raised £561. An equally big 
thank you to those people who continue to buy things from the school wish list. This 
provides books for the Library, games for Reception to practise numbers and literacy 
skills, paint for art projects in Years 5 & 6 and pencil grips to help improve the 
standard of presentation across the school.  
 
Please also bear in mind that the school would also be delighted to receive good-
quality, pre-loved items of clothing, including footwear, sports and outerwear. If you 
have clothing and textiles which may be less than perfect, please remember to bring 
it for the Textile Bank outside the school entrance. The school earns £50 per month 
through recycling items that might otherwise be thrown away. In addition, thank you 
to the many families who have signed up for the easyfundraising website which has 
already raised over £100. The school has sent out information about easyfundraising 
but please ask at the office or visit 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/castlwdpshor/ if you’re not sure. Lastly, if 
you are spring-cleaning and have good-quality fiction and especially non-fiction 
children’s books that your children have outgrown, please bring them in. You may 
find that charity shops no longer accept children’s books but schools are very happy 
to. 
  
Some parents have expressed concern about on-line apps and websites to which 
children may have been exposed, including the Momo challenge and TikTok. It is 
vital that we are vigilant about on-line safety at home and there will be further E-
Safety training for parents organised in the summer term once Mrs Nunns has 
attended her CEOP E-Safety Ambassador training.  
  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/castlwdpshor/


 
 

Rocketeers numbers continue to grow and are fast approaching twenty and the 
school continues to receive positive feedback about the before and after school club. 
Please remember that Rocketeers are happy to take occasional bookings which they 
regularly advertise in our newsletters. You may also be interested to know that  the 
School Hall is available to hire from £15 per hour. Please see Mrs Barnard in the 
Office if you wish to discuss this. 
  
Finally, we extend a warm welcome at the end of their first term to Kirstee Beange, 
Castlewood’s new SENDCo who is already doing sterling work. We also have a new 
member of our Governing Body, Alpesh Shingadia who is providing us with some 
excellent local business links. If you are interested in knowing more about 
governance or are interested in being a governor, we would be delighted to have an 
informal chat with you – please get in touch via the School Office. 
 
Finally, we just need to say a very big thank you to our fabulous staff: teachers and 
support staff at Castlewood who go above and beyond in terms of discretionary effort 
for our children. Wishing them and you a very happy Easter break. 
 
Best wishes 
 
 
Maria Roberts (Chair of Governors),  
Mary Page (Co-Opted Governor),  
Rachel Nunns (Headteacher),  
Georgina Richardson (Staff Governor),  
Wendy Mason (Co-Opted Governor),  
Janine Hewins (Parent Governor),  
Richard Sharkey (Co-Opted Governor),  
Dave Taylor (Co-Opted Governor),  
Michaela Coshan (Parent Governor), 
Michelle Catterson (Authority Governor),  
Paul Firkins (Co-Opted Governor),  
Roger Wells (Co-Opted Governor), 
Alpesh Shingadia (Co-Opted Governor) 
 
 


