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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
I cannot believe that I am writing my final newsletter for this academic year. Once again, it has been such a 
busy term with a wide range of activities, visits and visitors. Year 6 really enjoyed their residential trip to Little 
Canada; the adults, too, had a fabulous time and the children were a credit to Castlewood. It was a real 
pleasure to see so many parents at Open Evening and well done to Year 6 for a fantastic effort with their 
variety of business enterprises. I am looking forward to seeing the Year 6 performance, “An Inspector Calls”, 
later this afternoon; I know they have been rehearsing hard as the singing coming from the hall has sounded 
beautiful. 
 
Diary Dates 

25 July Last day of Summer Term 

4 September INSET DAY 

5 September INSET DAY 

6 September All children expected in school 

 
 
Inset Days 2017/2018 
A reminder of Inset Days for the next academic year:- 
Monday 4th September 
Tuesday 5th September 
Friday 20th October, 2017 
Monday 19th February, 2018 
Monday 4th June, 2018  
 
Celebrating Maths Project  
If you want some ideas of what to do on a ‘rainy’ day over the holidays, then this new Celebrating Maths 
project would be a good idea. It is designed to help children see maths as a creative, exciting subject; to 
embrace challenge, learn from mistakes and enjoy the thrill of making new mathematical discoveries. The 
Celebrating Maths Project can help you promote these attitudes with your children. It is a series of three 
short videos written to give you as parents a range of mathematical games and puzzles to play at home.   
The first video, for parents of children aged 4-5, gives ideas for finding maths in everyday situations and 
explains some important stages in developing an early understanding of number. The second and third 
videos, for parents of children aged 6-7 and 8+, give ideas for mathematical strategy games that can be 
played with simple equipment and an active mind! The videos can be found be following this link.  
http://www.iseemaths.com/celebrating-maths-project . The research shows that by playing maths games 
together, whatever your personal experience of the subject, your child will learn that the challenge of maths 
is there to be enjoyed! I hope you find time to have a look and let us know in September what you and your 
children thought of it.  
 
 

http://www.iseemaths.com/celebrating-maths-project


 
Extreme Reading  
I hope you received the information earlier this week about the reading over the Summer holidays. I am 
looking forward to seeing the photographs of all of you reading in a wide variety of places! Please 
remember to email the photos to us at extremereading@castlewoodprimary.co.uk so that we can make a 
display ready for September.  
  
Summer Reading challenge 
Well done to the families who have told me that have already been to the library and begun their Summer 
Reading Challenge. Please help us beat last year’s total of 55 pupils who signed up.  
 
Summer Fair  
I am delighted to tell you that we raised £902.58 from the Summer Fair earlier in the month which will yet 
again go back to the school so that they can use it to support the school in a range of ways. Thank you for 
your support in contributing to this fantastic total. 
 
SOCS picnic 
Just a little reminder that this event is tonight from 6-8pm. You are welcome to bring your own picnic rugs, 
chairs and food and drink but there will be hotdogs, drinks and ice-creams on sale as well.  
 
Pencil cases  

Next term in Key Stage 2 (Year 3 onwards) children are allowed to bring in a suitably sized pencil case 
(that will fit into their tray) containing writing pencils, black Berol pens (not cartridge ink or biro), rubber, 
sharpener, colouring pencils, ruler and a glue stick. The children are not allowed to use felt tip pens or 
Sharpies in school so we would ask you not to include these.  
 
Medication kept in School 
Please come in to the Office to collect your child’s medication at 3.00pm on Tuesday 25th July. 
 
Belongings 
Please can I ask that all PE bags, school bags, scooters, bikes and any other belongings are taken home 
on Tuesday, our last day of term. 
 
My best wishes go to all those moving on from here both pupils and staff; I hope they will enjoy all they do 
in the years ahead. I wish you all a safe, relaxing and restful summer break and look forward to welcoming 
you back on Wednesday 6th September. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Rachel Nunns, Headteacher 
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