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Welcome to the second edition of the Castlewood Book Babble. We have had a busy 
term with reading  and are very much looking forward to our ’Reading Week’ in July.   In this edition, 
we will inform you of our reading events at Castlewood, have an author spotlight session, a book      
review from Mrs Nunns and our Patron of Reading and finally some information about books which are 
due to be released soon.  Happy reading! 

The theme for this years 
summer holiday reading 
challenge is ‘Mischief     
Makers’.  A librarian from 
Southwater will be coming 
to talk to us about it  in July.  
Are you ready to sign up for 
the   challenge? 

Reading Week at Castlewood! 

We are proud to announce that the amazing    
author, Maz Evans, will be visiting our school on 
Tuesday July 10th, where she will carry out a work-
shop with each class.  Further details to follow 
shortly. 

 

Waterstones Children’s Book Award 2018 

The young fiction award this year went to ‘Nevermore’ by Jessica Townsend.  

Nevermoor  simply bursts with magic, intrigue and wonder. Its heroine Morrigan 
Crow is cursed to die on the eve of her eleventh birthday, but a mysterious visitor 
named Jupiter North has other ideas. Encompassing strange faraway lands, shadowy 
hunters, dangerous trials and an epic struggle to avoid the deadly hand of fate,  
Nevermoor is a thrilling adventure that launches a dazzling new world for readers to 
lose themselves within. 

The following books all made the younger fiction shortlist... 

 

 

Our wonderful book buddy  has 
sent us some fantastic  fiction 
and non-fiction books  for us to 
add to our growing library.  
Many of these books have     
already been snapped up by the 
children!           #bookbuddy.co.uk 



Author Spotlight—Maz Evans 

Maz’s writing career began in journalism as a TV critic and feature writer. She has written for many na-
tional titles and is a regular pundit on The Jeremy Vine Show. After working as a creative writing lecturer, 
she founded Story Stew, a creative writing programme that has visited primary schools and literary festi-
vals around the UK,.  Maz’s debut children’s novel Who Let the Gods Out was published in February 2017 
and was selected as the Waterstone’s Children’s Book of the Month. It entered the bestseller charts on its 
first week on sale, has sold to 17 countries worldwide and has received over 20 award nominations, includ-
ing the Carnegie Medal  and Waterstone's Children's Book of the Year. The sequel, Simply the Quest, was 
published in August 2017, Beyond the Odyssey in April 2018 and Book 4 will publish in 2019. Maz lives 
in Dorset with her husband and four children. 

Flotsam—David Wiesner      KS1/KS2 

A science-minded boy goes to the beach 
equipped to collect and examine bottles, lost 
toys and small objects.  But there's no way he 
could have prepared for one particular discov-
ery: a barnacle-encrusted underwater camera, 

with its own secrets to share . . . and to keep. A picture book 
filled with inventive details and delightful twists, each snapshot 
is a tale waiting to be told. 

A book review from Mrs Nunns 

The Case of the Red Bottomed Rubber—Richard Byrne 

Someone is stealing the chalks' lovely 
drawings. But he leaves some dust at the 
scene of the crime and only one suspect 
has a dusty red bottom! Sergeant Blue is 
quick to solve the investigation and bring 
the case to a happy conclusion for all!                                                               
KS1                       

Planet Stan—Elaine Wickson        KS2 

Stan loves a calming, ordered environment. 
His dinosaur-loving younger brother Fred is 
the opposite: chaotic, messy, prone to leaving 
snails under Stan's bed. As Stan struggles to 
cope with his high maintenance brother and 
his hair-brained schemes he charts all the ups 
and downs of his life in a series of hilarious 

infographics.  

Brightstorm—Vashti Hardy          KS2 

Twins Arthur and Maudie receive word that 
their famous explorer father died in a failed 
attempt to reach South Polaris. The twins 
don't believe the news, and they answer an 
ad to help crew a new exploration attempt in 
the hope of learning the truth and salvaging 

their family's reputation.  Will Arthur and Maudie find 
the answers they seek?  

A book review from our Patron of Reading, Lorraine Gregory 

Alex Sparrow and the Really Big Stink—Jennifer Killick 
The first in a series of adventures featuring the irrepressible Alex Sparrow. Although he’s always  

wanted to be a super hero, Alex never expected to get a super power which involves his ear farting 
whenever he hears a lie! With new friend Jess (whose special power is communicating with animals) 

and the wonderful goldfish, Bob, Alex must find out why all the children at school seem to be  
changing and find a way to stop the evil instigator behind this terrible plot. This is a brilliantly funny story with  
delightful characters that is highly recommended for all children and teachers who love to laugh! 

Podkin One Ear—Kieran Larwood 

This is the story of three rabbits all living in Munbury Warren. However, when an army of metal rabbits attack their war-
ren, murdering their father, Podkin and his siblings must journey through the forests and countryside to avenge their fa-
ther’s death. With the help of the mysterious and magical dagger, Starclaw, one of the twelve gifts and several friends 
and enemies they meet along the way , the three of them journey to the Gorm’s central camp. But will the strength of 

their friendship give them the chance to defeat the mighty Gorm and restore their warren?                                               KS2 

The Kingdom Revealed  by Rob Ryan  

This book is the story about a young boy who doesn’t want to be King.  What he wants, 
more than anything is to be normal. So, one night, the young prince runs away to try 

and live a life like everyone else in his kingdom. Throughout his time outside the palace, 
he meets several characters who make a major impression on him and  learns many 

important lessons about himself and life in general. But will he ever want or be able to 
return to his privileged life back in the palace? This is a beautifully written and illustrat-
ed picture book.  It is a book not only to be read but also to marvel at the interesting 

pictures on each and every page.  
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